
Express Readers’ Phonics Scope and Sequence 
I Am Ready Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 

consonant letter 
sounds 

consonant letter 
sounds 

blends 

double letters 

consonant digraphs: 
ch, sh, th, -tch 

long vowels: CVCe 
a_e, o_e, i_e 

long vowels: 
vowel teams 

ee, ea, ai, oa, ui 

open e 

ay 

ar 

or 
(or, our, oor, ore, 

oar) 

er, ir, ur 

medial short vowel 
sounds -le

CVC words 

oo long 

soft “c” oo short 

short vowel sounds 

long vowels: CVCe 
u_e, ue 

all 

ow/oe 

ow/ou 

igh/-y/ie 

y = /E/ 

oy/oi 

nk, ng 

aw, au, al 
(short o) 

ew/ue 

CVC words multisyllabic words 

silent letters 

prefixes/suffixes 

soft c/g 

compound words 
mixed phonics 

(c) Elise Lovejoy
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Phonics and Decodable Reader Scope and Sequence 
I Am Ready Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 

consonant letter 
sounds 

consonant letter 
sounds 

blends 
 

double letters 
 

Duck and His Mom 
Duck Has a Nest 
Frog and His Sled 
Frog Hunts For a Pal 
Duck and the Mess 
Duck Up a Hill 

consonant digraphs: 
ch, sh, th, -tch 

Chimp Gets a Check-Up 
Dog And The Gift 
Fish Had a Wish 
Chimp Camps 
 

 

long vowels: CVCe 
a_e, o_e, i_e 

Snake 1 and Snake 2 
Duck Bakes a Cake 
Pig Hikes 
Dog And His Bone 

long vowels: 
vowel teams 

ee, ea, ai, oa, ui 
Duck Feels Sick 
Pig At The Beach 
Dog’s Feast 
Snakes On a Train 
Fish Gets Clean 
Cub On a Boat 
Cat On The Road 

open e 
ay 

Frog’s Bad Day 
ar 

Chimp at The Market 
or 

(or, our, oor, ore, oar) 
Snakes In a Storm 

er, ir, ur 
Dog Surfs 

medial short vowel 
sounds 

Short “a” Book 
Short “i” Book 
Short “o” Book 
Short “u” Book 
Short “e” Book 

-le 
oo long 

Pig at the Pool 
oo short 

Dog’s Book 
ow/oe 

Cat’s Bow 
ow/ou 

Cub’s Frown 

CVC words 
Dog Is 
Pig Is Sad 
Bug Gets Wet 
Bug Has a Hut 
Cat Can 
Cub And The Nap 
Dog Gets a Job 
Dog Gets a Van 
Pig Has a Pet 
Pig Was Hot 
 
 

igh/-y/ie 
Duck’s Night Light 

soft “c” 
The Snakes Race y = /E/ 

short vowel 
sounds 

Short “a” Book 
Short “i” Book 
Short “o” Book 
Short “u” Book 
Short “e” Book 

long vowels: CVCe 
u_e, ue, mixed 

Frog Has The Blues 
Cat Gets a Scare 

 

oy/oi 
Cub’s Loyal Pal 

aw, au, al (short o) 
Cat’s Claw 

ew/ue 
Fish’s New Jewel 

silent letters 
Frog The Kitchen Whiz 

prefixes/suffixes 

nk, ng 
Duck Sings a Song 

soft c/g 
Pig’s Magic Trick 

compound words 
mixed phonics 

The Snakes Make a 
Snowman 

CVC words 
Dog Is 
Pig Is Sad 
I Am Bug 
I Am 
Cat’s Hat 
Cub Hid 

multisyllabic words 
Cub Has a Picnic 
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